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Introdu gion. 0 


WT may reaſonably. be 
demanded, why theſe 

Mo few Papers come out 
do late, after the Re- 
viſal of the Shorter CaTECHIS8M 
had appeared to the World for 
many Months, and paſs'd under 
the Remarks of a very able Hand? 
The Reader may pleaſe to receive 
the following Account. 


When the Reviſal of the Aſem- 
hes Sborter Catechiſm was firſt pub- 
A-2 liſhed, 
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EET. 2 


WT 1 promiſed my ſelf ſome- 
thing very valuable, 'by way of 
farther Improvement upon that 
little excellent. Abridgment, as 
there had been divers laudable At- 
tempts of that Kind before; but 
was ſurprizingly diſappointed, when 
I ſaw the very Foundations torn up 
by the Roots, and Materials of a 
very ſtrange and dangerous Mix- 
ture placed in their Room. 


j l; | 

Having nagel a calm Re- 
flection of Mind, that 1 had ear- 
neſtly recommended and incul- 
cated to others, for a Term of 
Years, moſt of the principal Do- 
Arines which are fallen under this 
Author's Diſpleaſure, it rais'd in 
me a juſt Reſolution to re-examine 
them; : and to tr y whether or no 


my 


— — — EET ERS 


 InTRoDUCTION. v 


my ſelf had been all this while 
miſtaken, as well as unwarily had 
miſled others : And, upon a moſt 
impartial and ſerious Review, I 
ſtill apprehend the Sentiments of 
the Weſtminſter Aſſembly to be the 
moſt conſonant to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to Experience, and the 
ſtricteſt Obſervations I could make 
on the divine Providence. 


Let it was but prudent for me 
to wait, for a conſiderable Time, 
to hear what ſome worthy Perſons, 
in London, would ſay upon this, 
ſo important an Occaſion. Nor 
was my Expectation fruſtrated : 
For, in a ſhort: [ime after I had 
drawn up the following Pages, 
there came out excellent Remarks 


upon the Reuiſal; and for which 
4 


vi Inrzopvcrion; 
F take this Opportunity to return 
my. humble Thanks to the inge-: 
nious and worthy Author, who- 
ever he be. For this Reaſon, I 
then laid aſide the Thoughts of 
Publiſhing my own Sentiments, as 
Judging 0 would be e 1 


» Rar! it being n. to me aſter 
83 by ſome intimate Friends, 
that the Method I had taken, was 
quite different from his; mine be- 
ing rather a modeſt Defence of 
ſome chief Points ſtruck at, in the 
Reviſal, than Remarks upon the 
whole, I conſented to a Publi- 
cation; as being willing to hope 
that a few plain Things, though 
offer d by a Perſon of Obſcurity, 
and far meaner Furniture, might 
not be altogether unſerviceable. 

i And 
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And I take the greater Encourage- 
ment, in that 1 cannot forbear 
concluding ' that the Rewer is 
wrong in his Calculation, by rec- 
koning too faft, when he would 
engroſs the Majority of the Mi- 
niſters of this Day, as in bis Way of 
Thinking. 


However, I remain firmly per- 
ſuaded, that if the Gentlemen of 
ſuperior Abilities, in the City and 
Country, who hive been trained 
up in the Principles of this Ca- 
rechiſm, and fill retain. a favour- 
able Alpect towards it, would 
heartily bend their excellent Ta- 
lents to the Service and Defence 
of it, they might either ſtem or 
divert the Torrent; or, at leaſt, 
check the n. and Rapidity 
of 
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vi InTrobvuoTION. 

of the Progreſs of the 'New Scheme, 

Not that I think there is any Thing 
Z properly new in it j; for tis only 
| a crude, Collection of Heatheniſh 
Notions, fram'd into a Syſtem of 


| ſtupid and lifeleſs Morality : And 
| all this injuriouſly father'd on di- 
vine Revelation; but comes very 


far ſhort of the Spirit, and vital 
Power of true Chriſtianity. 


FREE and SoBER 


ENQUIRY, Oc. 


F 5 Reverend and Learned 

40 Reviſer had formed a new and 
87 diſtin} Car RCHISM, conſiſt 
purely of his own Principles, and 
y 8 thoſe of the Majority of the Mi- 
— niſiers Mabis Age, whom he claims 
as on 1 * Side, it would in my Opinion have de- 
noted a much nobler Reſolution, and not leſs 
Fairneſs and Candour;' « + 

But to attempt to introduce Notions contrary 
to thoſe of the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, under the 
Covert. of their ozwn., Catechiſm, by quaſhing 
ſome entire Paragraphs, by tranſpoſing ſome 
particular Phraſes, or by adding other imper- 
fect Sentences, ſeems tu me to be a ſort ot Act- 
ing in Diſguiſe ; and-a$:it Things were, not ripe 
enough, as yet, for the Autbor to Zen his 
Sentiments ſo roundly as he could wiſh 


i 
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For ſuch a new Model, Hx'd upon itz own 
Moor Bar would without doubt haye pa 


of a Piece, and have given a better Oppoy- 
tunity of judging between the Author's Scheme 
and that of the Aſſembly, by comparing the 
one with the other, and bringing of both to 
the Standard of the Scripture. For 'tis not the 
Majority of Miniſters can make a Scheme true, 
or falſe ; but the Conformity of the Principles, 
conveyed therein, to the Traths contained in 
the revealed Will of God. 


I ſhall therefore take the Liberty, briefly to 
examine, whether ſeveral of the Expunctions, 
Alterations and Emendations, of the Reverend 
Author; are for the better, or for the worſe. 


1. I readily agree with this worthy Gentle- 
man, that the excellent Compilers of the A, 
ſemdbly's Catechiſm * never pretended to Infallibility ; 
nor do | know of any, who are ſo weak as to think 
they were inſpired, or to ſuppoſe that we are 
bound to believe as they did, any farther than we 
can perceive that their Sentiments are ſupported by 
ſubſtantial Proofs. | 7, 

2. I obſerve the Author's profeſs'd Defign 
in Reviſing the Aſembby*s Catechiſm to be, by 
a few' Alterations, to have it framed in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as that ſeveral Controverſies, which don't con- 
cern Things ' abjolutely neceſſary to Salvation, may 
be paſt by, &c. 2. Ive 
Now, though I ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine what Things in particular may be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to Salvation; yet this learned 
Gentleman does not ſeem to allow the Holy 
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Scriptures themſelves to be abſolutely neceſſary, 
in this Reſpect: For, in his Anſwer to the ſe- 
cond Queſtion of the Catechiſm, inſtead of 
ſaying, The Word of God, which is contained in 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, is 
the only Rule to direct us how we may glorify. and 
enjoy Bim; he ſays, *Tis not only a ſufficient, but 


the principal Rule. 


I would not willingly miſtake his Meaning, 
but I think he muſt intend that there is another 
leſs principal, and yer ſufficient Rule, to direct 
us how we may both glorify God and enjoy him, 
For the Gentleman is too wary to expreſs him- 
ſelf after this Manner; and he needed not to 
have alter'd and qualified the Anſwer of the 
Aſſembly, if he had not a ſecondary Rule in 
View and in Reſerve, which he judg'd ſufficient 
to direct us to enjoy God for ever. Nor has 
he left me at any loſs to conclude that *tis the 
Light of Nature, which he meant: And if the 
Light of Nature be ſufficient to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy God for ever, it will not 
only draw a Veil upon Revelation, but infi- 
nitely reduce the intrinſic Value of it, and bring 
it almoſt, if not altogether, upon a Par with 
it ſelf; only with this Salvo, that we pay this 
Compliment, that the latter is the principal Rule, 
but the gtber it ſeems is ſufficient. 8 

Here I beg Leave to obſerve, that *tis com · 
mon, in our Day, for the Gentlemen in the 
New. Scheme, the Advocates of Natural Religion, 
firſt to borrow all the Aids of Revelation, and 
to furniſh themſelves with its Advantages and 
Diſcoveries, and then to ſer up for great Admi- 
rers of the Light of Nature and to tell us, they 
could have found opt the Contents of the Bible, 


efpecially, the ay Is Heaven, oy ur Poyer 


1 4 


121 

of Reaſon, This is acting not only a qiſinge- 
nuous, but a very injurious Part towards Re- 
velation, to batter it down with its own Wea- 
pons; and how lawful ſoever it may be to turn 
. their Artillery againſt the Enemy in War, yet 
*tis both unfair and impious, to raiſe the Value 
of the Light of Nature at the Expence of Reve- 
lation. We have Men that will boaſt they can 
find their Way from London to St. Albans, in a 
dark Night: — Granted ! ' But have they not 
been guided "thither before, by the glorious 
Luminary that rules the Day? and is it fo 
mighty a Feat to brag of afterwards, that they 
can beat our their Road thither in the Dark? 
The Application is very eaſy. | | 
The only Way to judge impartially, in my 
humble Apprebenſion, would be rhis : To ſtrip 
Naural. Light of all the Ofpaments, Embel- 
liſhments, and Aſds received from Revelation; 
tale down this haughty Dim?,” Reaſon, from 
her uſurped Throne, eſpecially from that extra- 
vagant Heigth to which ſhe is exalted of late; 
let her ſtand upon her on Legs, and act in 
her own. ſingle Strength, without the leaſt Prop 
ftam Revelation to lean upon; and then ſee what 
an aukward Figure fhe will make, in groping 
about in the Dark to find the Way of Salvation ; 
or, in the Aſſembly's Terms, bt to glorify. and 
eee 
Tis an unequal and unſafe Method of judg- 
ng of the Excellency of the Lizbt f "Nature, 
rom ſome cytious Hints and refin'd Notions, 
that may be mer with iti ſome of the moſt fa- 
mous of the moral Writers among the Greeks 
or Roman. For, 7 n 0 wat 2 1 rig" 
"tr Thi ers the EMBL i exquiie La 
our, ang very great Stu). They bad fpaifd 
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no Pains, nor  grudg'd any Coſt to come at theſe 
Attainments. Tis well known how inqui- 
ſitive they were, and how indefatigably thy 
ſeareWd,. far and near, for the — * the 

es and Wortbies, who were gone before them; 
111 that they ſpent very confiderable Time in 
their Travels, to form their Judgments, to 

heighten their Incellecuals, and to _ to ow 
Acquirements, N 

( 2.) The Men of cheſe Aitajomens were bur 
very few, comparatively z and thoſe too of an 
uneommon Genius, of an extraordinary Mould, 
whoſe Penetration and Capacities — far 
beyond the Vulgar. 

(3.) It may, I think, be demonſtrated, chat 
the "beſt Ideas,” and moſt exalted Thoughts of 
the celebrated Heathen Writers, are owing to 
Revelation: And that this came to paſs by a 
traditional Conveyance from one Age to another, 
may very reaſonably be "accounted for, after 
this Manner. '*Tis allowed, that the Romans 
borrowed their politeſt Knowledge from the 
Greets; the Greets from the Egyptians, and Pbæ- 
nicians, and Chaldeans ;' and all theſe from the 
Hebreum. Nor indeed is it any wonder that 
there ſhould be ſome good and wiſe Men in the 
Eaſt, where there muſt be ſome remaining In- 
fluences of the divine Inſtructions of an Abrabam 
and a Job. Phe Families and Poſterity of theſe 
illuſtrious Perſonages could not fail to diffuſe 
ſome of the excellent Prigeiples they had im- 
bibꝰd from their pious Parents, to their Neighl 
boury,” and A Countries.” Tig farther 

30 i {4 IC l —_ ; 
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CF But unto the Sons ap” the Cradles wbich Abraham bad, 
Abrahaih | pave Gifts, and ſent them atom from Iſaac We Ip 
( while be yet tive Eaſtward, unte the Eaſt-Conntry, - 
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evident that 1nazl, and the other Sons of Abra- 


bam by Keturs, fill'd the different Parts of Ara- 


via, from the Borders of Egypt, eaſtward. Nor 
ought, the Coming of Joſeph into Egypt, and the 
Deſcent of his Father and Family thither, to 
be over-look?d ; nor ĩs it to be doubted but they 
left the Odour and Tincture of their Religion 
behind them. Again: The aſtoniſhing Won- 
ders that God wrought in Egypt, by the Plagues 
upon- Pharaoh, by Griding the Red Sea, and by 


deſtroy ing the Kings in the Wilderneſs; by ſe- 
parating the Waters of Jordan, and rooting out 


the Canaanites from the Land: Theſe Things, 
I ſay, could not but help to make very laſting 
Impreſſions ' on the Eaſtern Nations, far and 
wide. Add to this, that they were much given 
in thoſe Countries to proverbial Sayings ; to 
Poems and Songs, to Inſcriptions upon Pillars 
and Monuments: All which tended to tranſmic 
Sentiments and Notions, and to perpetuate them 
from Fathers to Sons. And I look upon this to 
be the true Origin and Source of the Viſdom of 
the Eaſt; and which ſome Philoſophical Tutors 
took delight to propagate and communicate to 
their Pupils and Scholars, in ſucceeding. Ages, 
All theſe Things duly . conſidered, ', who. will 
wonder that-ſome inquiſitive Minds, among the 
Greeks and Romans, ' ſhould pick up at leaſt ſome 
goed Sentiments about the true God, and Na- 
ture, and Providence! | © ws 
But tis very ſurprizing, that the rational 
Gentlemen of our Day ſnould fo greedily ſwallow 
down:theſe mouldy Scraps and Fragments, when 
they might be much better ſupply*d with Things 
freſh, and at firſt Hand, from the Holy Bible. 
"And they dee from Havilah unto Shur, that is befor 
Egypt, as thou gel towgrds Allytia, Gen, xxv. ver. Gat 


hi ne 


(15 ] 
Who would be fond of theſe muddy and adul- 
cerated Streams, When they might eaſily go 
and drink freely at the Fountain-Head? Are 
theſe Principles any better, becauſe they have 
dd through dirty and ĩdolatrous Heathen 
ands, than they are as deliver'd at firſt by the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, who ſpoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt? Tis therefore uncon- 
teſtible, I think, on what Side the greater 
Weakneſs, and indeed Folly, appears; on the 
Side of theſe Maſters of Reaſon, or the deſpiſed 
Sticklers to Rævelatiang. n 0, 
But to come nearer, if poſſible, to the Matter 
in Debate. If we view natural Ligbt in its true 
Situation, devoid of all Improvements and Ad- 
vantages from Revelation, and deſtitute of all 
the Poliſhing and Culture of Education; then 
the Hottentots, the Natives of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and alſo ſome | Negroes, which are fre- 
quently imported into this Nation from other 
Parts of Africa, will give us a true Picture of it. 
In them we may plainly ſee what a wretched 
and abject State Mankind is capable of ſinking 
into, without the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, either 
by Scripture ot Tradition, or ſome other Means: 
A little Converſation with theſe miſerable Crea. 
tures, ſtupid Animals in human Shape, might 
ſerve, I ſhould think, if not to cure, yet to cool 
and check the ſtrange Conceit that learned len 
have entertained of late, of the mighty Power 
of Natural Reaſon, when abſolutely left to act 
within its own Sphere. 
But to make all the juſt Allowances that can 
fairly be demanded; the Sum of what we may 
expect from Natural Light, is to lead us to the 
Exiſtence of God, and the Knowledge of Tor 
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of bis Perfeftions.- * For: tbe inviſible Things! of 


lim from ibe Creation of the World are clearly: ſeen, 
bring underſtood: by: the Things which are made; 


_ event bis eternal Pawer and Godbead. 


Ti true, the Apoſtle ſays that they who 
had not the Law of Moſes: were a Lau nnto 
tbemſelues, and did many Things contained in 
the Law, and thereby ſhew'd the Work of the 
Law written in their Hearts ; their Conſcience; 
alſo bearing Witneſs, and their Thoughts the 
mean. while ac 
other: But then, all that can be fairly inferred 
from hence, is, that Natural Light will ac- 
quaint us that there muſt be a ſupreme Being; 
and that he is almighty, wiſe, juſt, unchange- 
able, Sc. Twill alſo ſuggeſt} to us that we 


ought to fear him, and to avoid diſpleaſing him. 


And our Conſciences will excuſe us, when we 
orm the Offices of Juſtice; ' Benevolence and 
umanity towards others; and alſo accuſe us, 
when we are guilty of groſs Pollutions and im- 


moral Actions, as Murder, Theft, Adultery, Sc. 


don't think that the Light of Nature will carry 
us much farther: For as to the Immortality of 
the Soul, and its Exiſtence in a ſeparate State, 
it; Reaſon were laſt ſolely to it ſelf, and had 
never in che leaſt been aided: or enlighten'd by 
ſome Rays and Glimmering: from Revelation, 


I helieve our rational Gentlemen, not withſtand- 


ing all their Philoſophical Ea, would leave us 
in the greateſt Darkneſs and Confuſion. And 
as to the Reſurrection of the Body, the Light 
of Nature will never lead any Peiſon to the 
Proſpect and Belief of it. How then can we 
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or elſe excuſing one an- 
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reaſonably hope to be guided by it, into the 
Way to enjoy God for ever? There is no co- 
ming to God but through the Mediator: There 
is no Mediator but the Son; nor can any one 
poſſibly know that the Son is that Perſon, but by 
expreſs Revelation. Upon the whole, I con- 


. clude that there is no other Rule beſides the 


Word of God, ſufficient to direct us in the Way 
to enjoy bim for ever, but what muſt prove de- 
fective and dangerous; and, conſequently, not 
fit to be pur into any Chriſtian Catechiſm. 

As to that good-natur'd Notion, which divers 
ingenuous Men of the laſt and preſent Age have 
entertained, about the Salvation of ſome of the 
moſt ſober and conſcientious of the Heathen 
World, it does not reach the Caſe in hand: *Tis 
only gratis dictum; *tis wholly uncertain, and 
can be only look'd upon as a charitable Suppo- 
ſition at beſt; but it will not prove that the 
Light of Nature is a ſufficient Rule, how we may 
enjoy God for ever. 


Of the Holy TRINIT V. 


3. I can't at preſent diſcern the true Reaſon 
why the worthy Author alter'd the State of the 
Queſtion about the Trinity z but the Deſign of 
altering the Anſwer to it, is very obvious: Ic 
was, that he might avoid calling the bleſſed 
Father, Son and Spirit, three Perſons. But ſince 
we muſt make uſe of the Titles, firſt, ſecond, 
and third, when we are ſpeaking about the ſacred 
Three; and that they go under the Terms, I. 
Thou, He, by which Terms Perſons: are ex- 
preſs'd, not only in the Bible, but in common 
Speech; I think the learned Author ſhould, in 
Juſtice or in Kindneſs to us, have ng 
| me 
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ſome other Appellations, beſides Father, Son 
and Spirit, to aſſiſt our Ideas in diſtinguiſhing 
one from another, in the Order of Diſcourſe. 
The leaſt we can demand, is to ſupply us with 
better Titles, before he deprives us of theſe. 
Farther, he does not give a fair Anſwer to his 
own Queſtien; for he aſks, Do not the Scriptures 
give us an Account of more divine Perſons than One ? 
To this he neither directly affirms, nor denies 
but flips in this Anſwer : The Scriptures give an 
Account of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and that 
this ever bleſſed Trinity were entirely united, in 
compleating the moſt glorious of all God's Works, 
The Cloſe of this Anſwer is not only obſcure 
and ambiguous, bur abrupt and imperfect ; and 
ſeems to imply ſomewhat very injurious to the 
Characters of the Son, and Spirit, Were not 
the ſacred Three entirely united in beginning, as 
well as in compleating the moſt glorious of all 
God's Works? Again; were they not entire] 
united in beginning and compleating the leſs glo- 
rious of all God's Works? I am lure the Scrip- 
tures affirm, that the Son, * wwas before all Things; 
and that all Things were made by him, and wilh- 
out him was not any thing made that was made, 


And the Spirit of God is called the * Eternal 


Spirit, And ] can't imagine why the Reverend 
Reviſer ſhould exclude their being at the Be- 
ginning of all God's Works; unleſs it be, that 
he does not believe theſe Things: Neither can 
I forhear obſerving that *ris a very uncouth, as 
well as an enſnaring Way of 'repreſenting the 
Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, to tender and un- 
ſkilful Minds, for whom the Shorter Catechiſm 
was always deſigned... © 


f : Col, i. 17. ” John i. 2, J. . f Heb, ix. 14 * 
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3 Of the Drexkxs or Gop, 


4. As to the Article about the Decrees of God, 
the learned Author has entirely omitted it; as 
having a Tendency, in his Opinion, to © weaken 
* the Obligations to Pradtical Religion; to 
bring great Difficulties upon ſeveral conſcien- 
« tious Men, and to be offenſive to many of 
“ the moſt intelligent Hearers.” Theſe ſeem 
to be the chict Motives which induced our Au- 
thor wholly to expunge the Article of the De- 
crees, It may therefore be very proper to en- 
quire what the A//embly have ſail of this Affair? 
; The Words of their Catechiſm are theſe: The 
4 Decrees of God are bis eternal Purpoſe, according 
to the Counſel of his Will; whereby, for his own 
Glory, he hath fore-ordained whatſoever comes lo paſs. 
Thele are the Expreſſions which give occaſion 
for ſo great Diſtaſte and Offence! But the Bu- 
ſineſs in Debate may be brought to this narrow 
Compaſs; whether the whole Subſtance, and 
all the Parts, and fair Intention of this Para- 
graph, be not fully and evidently contained in 
the Holy Scriptures? If they are, there nceds 
no other Apology for this Article; and the 
worthy Reviſer might well have ſpar'd the ſtri- 
L king it out of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, If he 
2 does not think fit to approve of che Term De- 
: crees, yet there can be no Pretence for rejecting 
the Term Counſel; fince *ris found in variety 
of Places, of both the Old and New Teſtamen: 
and, I think, ſtrongly and evidently in the very 
Senſe in which the Aſſembly took it. The Words 
of their Catechiſm make the Counſel of God 
Prior to his Decrees, or volitive Purpoſe z and, 
according to our belt Ideas, ir mult have been 
: C 2 thus: 


* 
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thus: Counſel was prior, or previous to Pur- 
ſe; or there was firſt Counſel or Deliberation, 
and then Decree or Determination: And though 
ſecond Cauſes did not then exiſt, yet God con- 
ceived them all in his infinite Mind, and com- 
rehended all poſſible Events in his own bound- 
jeſs Proſpect. In this fair Senſe, and in no 
other, I apprehend it was that the Aſſembly aſ- 
ſerted the Decrees of God to be his eternal Pur- 
poſe, according to the Counſel of his Will. 
And therefore, | 
(I.) I don't think that this Gentleman will 
undertake to maintain that the bleſſed, and in- 
finitely wiſe God, acted without Counſel (though 
it was held entirely within himſelf) in laying the 
Scheme of the Affairs of Creation and Providence. 
If he ſhould engage on the negative Side of this 
Argument, the Scripture will ſtare him full in 
the Face, by urging the Afirmative, and aſſu- 
ring him, that God * worketh all Things after the 
Counſel of bis own Will: That he is wonderful 
in Counſel, and excellent in Working ; ſaying, 
i My Counſel ſhall land, and I will do all my 
Pleaſure. Beſides, Reaſon ſuggeſts to us that 
the wiſeſt of Beings would not act the raſh, 
blind and inconſiderate Part, but in Purſuance 
of the moſt ſolemn Counſel. | 
(2.) Nor can I ſuppoſe that this Gentleman 
will venture to defend that any one Thing what- 
ſoever comes to paſs, by the Agency and Inter- 
vention of ſecond Cauſes, even free Agents, or 
by their willing, neglecting, and refuſing to act, 
without God's eternal and ſecret Counſel and 
Permiſſion that it ſhould be ſo. If he ſhould 
undertake to affirm that there have been, or 


F Eph, 1.11, Þ Ifa, xxviii 29, Ch. Avi. 10. 
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are ſuch Events, as may be ſaid to be without 
the permiſſive Counſel of God; then I may 
juſtly demand the Inſtances: I mean, What 
Tranſactions are there, or were, in Heaven, in 
Earth, or in Hell, which the eternal and ſecret 
Counſel of God did nor foreſee, and permit to 
come to paſs? The very Suppoſition is abſurd, 
and unworthy of God, and of the Idea which 
Reaſon and Revelation convey to us, of a ſu- 
preme and perfect Being. For, it will make 
him liable to Surprizals, ro Incidents and Con- 
tingencies, and ſome other Marks of Imper- 
fection; particularly, the Want of tore-ſeeing 
ſome Events, in order either to prevent, or 
permit them. Reaſon ſeems to recoil, at the 
allowing of this Blemiſh in the Deity ; and the 
Holy Scripture is ſtill more abhorrent from it. 
(3.) Ir will be urg'd, that Fore-ſeeing is not 


Fore- ordaining; and that the Aſſembly's Catechiſm 


hath this Phraſe (fore-ordained) and that there 
is a vaſt Difference between the one and the other. 
I acknowledge, in finite Beings there is a wide 


Difference between theſe two Things; and they 
are eaſily accounted for in our Natures: For, 


we may foreſee that many Things will come to 
pais, wherein we are no ways concerned, either 
as to Cauſe or Effect; and we are Spectators 
of ſome Events, which, with the utmoſt Exer- 
tion of the Energy of the Will, and Execution 
of Power veſted in us, we could not prevent. 
Tis not ſo with the Divine Nature, F or, when 
the blefled God was about to form the Univerſe, 
he foreſaw not only what ſort of Creatures they 
would be; but allo what they would do, and 
what their eventual Conduct would be. Such 
was the divine perfect Foreſight and Intuition, 
that no Circumſtance, no Incidence, no Conſe- 

quence, 
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quence, could eſcape its Notice! Add to this, 
that he had Power to create, or not to create 
nay, to create this, or that Sort of Beings. 
If this be not the State of che Calc, I know not 
how to put a rational Interpretation on thoſe 
Words; Shall the Thing formed ſay to him that 
formed it, why baſt thou made me thus? ' Thou 
baſt treated all Things; and for thy Pleaſure they 
are, and were created. | 

Now, taking the divine, ſpeculative Com- 
prehenſion, in this View, we find the Almighty 
God created the upper intelle&tual World; I 
mean, the Angels. He thought proper to 
make them intelligent, or rational Beings ;. but, 
at the ſame time, they were made perfectly holy 
and upright: Freedom of Acting ſeem'd to be 
eſſential to their Make, and interwoven in their 
very Natures. The making of them intelligent 


| Beings rendred them active; and. their Activity. 


was proportionate to the Excellence of their 
Natures, being of the immaterial Kind; or at 
leaſt abſtracted from that Groſſneſs, that attends 
our compounded human Frame. The Angelic 
Claſs, thus exalted, all of them were put into 
a State mutable in itſelf; or, if you pleaſe, 
*rwas a good State, which their native Faculties 
were ſuited to, and they might have continued 
in it: But it they abuſed or miſ-applied thoſe 


Faculties, , they might, by ſuch a wilful, Pro- 


cedure, change that good State into a very bad 
one for themſelves. Some Numbers of the An- 
gelic Rank did aCtually run this Riſque, and 
plung'd themſelves at once out of Happineſs 
into Miſery. How this was effected, or what 


wanton and vicious, Principle firſt entred into 


* Rom. ix, 20, 1 Rev. iv. 11. 
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their Minds, perhaps will not be known, till 


the Springs of all Actions will be laid open in the 
other World. 

However, if the glorious Creator foreſaw the 
ſeveral Steps of the progteſſive Conduct of thoſe 
Angels which fell (as I verily believe he did) 
I can't diſcern any thing imputable to, or 
chargeable upon him, as unworthy of the Su- 
preme Being: And then it muſt neceſſarily fol- 
low, that there muſt have been a permiſſive 
Fore-Ordination, or a pre-ordinative Permiſſion of 
the eventual and actual Apoſtaſy of ſome An- 

els. | 

(4.) The Individuals of the Angelic Order, 
who ſided with the grand Rebel, and join'd with 
him in the Defection, never had any Propoſal 
of Recovery, that we know of ; neither the 
prime Revolter himſelf, nor any of his inferior 
Confederates, had any Offer of Reconciliation. 
Whatever the Tranſgreſſion was, and the Pro- 
vocation given by it, we don't find that the 
great Creator ever deſign'd to paſs it by, or to 
torgive it : But, on the contrary, he has deter- 
min'd to reſerve them all to be adjudg'd to eter- 
nal Puniſhment. And till this Inſtance fell out, 
there could not have been a clear and diſt inct 
Notion of divine Juſtice; there was no Oppor- 
tunity of diſplaying it : For, I think, our beſt 


' Idea of that Attribute, is to conceive that it will 


reward rightzous Agents, and puniſh wicked Ones. 
Here the Glory of it ſhines, with very great 
Luſtre. For, 

(5.) We read of elect Angels. Whether we 
underſtand the Buſineſs of Election, in this Caſe, 
according to the faſhionable Scheme of our Day, 
i. e. electing of them upon foreſeen Stedfaſtne/s ; 
electing of them, and confirming them in their 


happy 
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happy State, as a 7ighteous Reward of their tleady 
Obedience, after having paſt a Trial: Or whe- 
ther Election be conſider'd here as the previous 
and eternal Reſult of the divine Mind and Will, 
that Theſe ſhould not join in the evil Combi- 
nation, nor be taken in the Snare; though 
I firmly believe the latter Senſe, for Reaſons 
which I ſhall offer hereafter z yet 'tis not very 
material to my Purpoſe, which of the two Inter- 
pretations we take, For it will not affect my 
preſent Argument, if the former Senſe were 
granted; even that the good Angels were elected 
upon foreſeen Allegiance: For this would mani- 
feſtly imply, that God had not only. foreſeen, but 


fore-ordained that they ſhould never fall. If his 


Fore- knowledge diſcern'd that they would bear 


the firſt Shock, it was apparently his Will that no 


future Attempts ſhould ever affect them. He 
elected them, and plac'd them in an unchangeable 
State, to be everlaſting Attendants in his glo- 
rious Preſence. And in this Senſe the divine 
Goodneſs and Juſtice would be conſpicuouſly ad- 
vanced, in eſtabliſhing ſuch Creatures in an in- 
variable Situation of Happineſs, who had ſhewn 
ſo ſtrong and invincible an Attachment to their 
bleſſed Creator. 8 

(6.) But we muſt remember, that if Things 
had reſted here, the Attribute of Mercy had 
been altogether conceal'd. This Branch of the 
divine Glory had never been known in the in- 
tellectual World, the only Part of the Creation 
capable of perceiving and admiring it; the 


fallen Angels being look'd upon as abſolutely 


left in their guilty and unpardon'd Condition, 
and fo irrecoverably miſerable. But when the 
Parents of Mankind were drawn into the Tranſ- 
greſſion, then the Wiſdam of the ſupreme Being 
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would find a Ranſom. Here a Door was open'd 
for Mercy to ſhew its beautiful Face, in the 
Recovery of Millions, which otherwiſe might 
have remain'd a wretched Prey, in the Hands 
of the firſt Deceiver. 

(.) It may now be proper to enquire, whe- 
ther the bleſſed God fore/ſaw, and fore-ordained 
to permit, the Fall of the Parents of Mankind ? 
What has been ſaid already, will leave us very 
little room to doubt of the Truth of this. If 
he permitted the previous Steps leading to it, 
as the Revolt of Angels above-mentioned ; ſo 
important an Event, as the Seduction of Man, 
could not but come within the Compaſs of the 
divine Counſel. That this Tranſaction was fore- 
ſeen, is, I think, out of the Queſtion: And if 
the infinitely wiſe Creator had not thought fit 
to permit it, he would have prevented it, one 
way or other. But there are Two Things, 
which will put this Affair in a full Light. 

Firſt, That the Death of Chriſt was deſign'd 


and determined before any thing was created. 


He is ſaid to be * flain, and ® fore-ordained to it, 
before the Foundation of the World. And we are 
expreſly aſſured, that he was delivered to Death, 
o by the determinate Counſel and Fore-knowledge of 
God. And the whole Drift of the Goſpel is, to 
declare that the Deſign of his Death was to 
redeem his People. What Colour of Reaſon could 
there be, for the Son of God to be deſtin'd to be 
diſpos'd of after this Manner, if the ſinful Apo- 
ſtaſy of Man had not been foreſeen, and even 
ſeltled in the divine Counſel, to be permitted? 


= Rev. 13. 8. a 1 Pet. i. 20. 2 Acts ii. 23. 


8 Secondly, 
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Secondly, We read of ſome Number of Per- 
ſons, whom God hath ” choſen in Chriſt, before 
the Foundation of the World : Theſe muſt be con- 
ſider*d as ſome of the ſinful Poſterity of Adam. 
I ſhall not, at this Time, diſcuſs the Nature of 
this Choice; as, whether it was upon foreſeen 
Faith and Obedience, or whether it was the 
abſolute Reſult of the divine Will? *Tis ſuffi- 
cient to my Purpoſe, that there is frequent 
Mention made of a * Deſign, before the Foundation 
of the World, to ſave any Perſons through 7 
Chriſt. How could this be ſaid, if it had not 


been foreſeen, and well known, that they ſhould 


need ſuch a Saviour? From theſe Conſidera- 
tions, *cis not more certain to me that the Sun 
is up, on our Horizon, at Noon- day, than that 
the Permiſſion of the Fall of Mankind was ac- 
cording to the eternal Counſel of God. 

(8.) Having now taken a brief Survey of 
theſe myſterious Tranſactions, the original De- 
fection of ſome Angels, and the Tranſgreſſion 
of our firſt Parents; it will be readily agreed, 
that all morally evil Occurrences, that have in- 
terven'd ever ſince, *are owing to one or both 
of theſe Sources; 7. e. all the ſinful Events, that 
have come to paſs in the World, in any Age or 
Place, have been brought about by the Influ- 
ences, Temptations and Operations, of either 
fallen Angels, or wicked Men. This is unde- 
niably evident: For, the bleſſed ©. God cannot 
be tempted with Evil; neither templeth he any Man. 
And as to the unintelligent and inanimate Perts 
of the Creation, they are not capable of what 
is called moral Evil; therefore ſuch Actions are 


Þ Eph. i. 4. 2? Id. Ibid, 2 james i, 13. 
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imputable only to Angels and Men. Here I have 
a Right to repeat my Demand; what ſingle 
Inſtance can be pitch'd upon, as tranſacted by 
theſe Agents, which the divine Counſel had not 
fore- ordained to permit? 

(9. ) As to the Occurrences that are met with, 
in the Civil Government of the World; ſuch as 
a Man's being ſtruck dead with Lightning, or 
by a Tile, a Brick, or Piece of Timber falling 
upon his Head; theſe Things are look'd upon 
by us as Accidents, and Contingencies ; but they 
are not, cannot be ſo, in the Eſtimate of in- 
finite Knowledge. The Cale is the fame, as to 
the Events of War. The Head of one King 
was covered in the Day of Battle, * when a Bow 
drawn at a Venture ſhould give his mortal Wound 
to another, and yet ſaid to be expreſly 10 fulfil 
the Word of the Lord. * Saul fell upon his Sword, 
but the Lord rakes it upon himſelf, that he 
ſlew him. The Scripture does not ſcruple to 
affirm, that /uch as are (appointed) to the Sword, 
are deliver*d to the Sword, Again: It one Man 
ſhould be kilPd by the Caſt of a Stone, or any 
Weapon thrown unawares out of the Hand of 
another, ſuch as the Head of an Ax flipping 
from the Helve in hewing of Wood, or cutting 
down a Tree; in this Caſe it is faid, God de- 
livered him into his Hand. But it would be end- 
leſs to recount theſe Inſtances. Certain it is, 
that Things very minute, and almoſt trifling in 
our View, are all of them under the divine No- 
tice and Direction. A Sparrow ſhall not fall on 
the Ground, without our Father : The very Hairs 


" Pal. exl. 7. t 1 Kings xxii. 34, 38. 1 Chron, 
*. 14 * Jer. XV. 2, 3. * Exod. XXI. 13. 
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of our Head are all number d. And God bath de- 
termined the Times before appointed, and the Bound: 
of all our Habitations. 

T hat the ſupreme Being over-rules the whole 
Syſtem of Events, both good and evil, from 
the greateſt to the leaſt, for his own Glory, 
cannot be diſputed z ſince ſome of the divine 
Attributes, as has been ſhewn already, could 
not otherwiſe have appeared. Now, if the ho- 
neſt and unbiaſs'd Reader will pleaſe to pur 
theſe Particulars together, I am much miſtaken, 
if they will not ſerve as ſo many Links to make 
up a Chain of rational and ſcriptural Truths 
even ſuch, as will ſufficiently ſupport the Pro- 
B in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm (ſtruck out 

the learned Reviſer, for being offenſive) viz. 
« The Decrees of God are his eternal Purpoſe, 
* according to the Counſel of his Will; where- 
„ by, for his own Glory, he hath fore-ordained 
* whatſoeyer comes to paſs." 


Of the Doctrine of ELEcT1QN. 


'Thet next Thing TI obſerve, is, that the learn- 
ed Author has left out the Phraſe Elected, in the 
Anſwer to the 20th, and exchang'd the Word 
Elec for Mankind, in the Anſwer to the 21ſt 

veſtion in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm ; with a 

ſign to frame his own Anſwer thus, to his 
19th Queſtion ; God having, out of his mere good 
Pleaſure, purpoſed from Eternity to ſhew ſpecial 
Favour to Mankind, did enter inio a Covenant of 
race, to deliver them out of a State of Sin and 
liſery, and to bring them into a State of Salvation 

a Redeemer. But I] yery much doubt the 


F Truth 
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Truth of all this; i. e. the Contents of this An- 
ſwer. For this Gentleman muſt mean, if this 
Paragraph be any thing to his Purpoſe, that 
God had Mankind as an indifferent Lump, or 
colledtive Body, in his View from Eternity, with- 
out reſpecting one more than another, when this : 
Covenant was entred into; and that he did en- 
gage to deliver every Individual alike, the one 
as well as the other, out of a State of Sin and 
Miſery, and to bring them into a State of Sal- 
vation by a Redeemer. Suppoling this to be his 
Meaning (and I can't ſee what other fair Con- 
ſtruction his Words will admit of) I am well 
ſatisfied the Truth of this cannot be maintained 
and it will appear that changing the Word Ele, 
in this Place, for Mankind, is a Change for the 
worſe, For, 4 


1. Millions of the Poſterity of Mankind never 
heard of this Covenant; nor of the Redeemer, in, 
and through whom, it was made. The Nzture, 
Terms, and Propoſals of it, were never laid before 
them; and ſo they could neither be ſaid to re- 
ceive, nor rejef? the Benefits of it, being utter 
Strangers to it. How then can it be affirmed, 
conſiſtent with Truth, that God entred into 
a Covenant of Grace, to deliver Mankind out 
of a State of Sin and Miſery, and to bring 
*© them into a State of Salvation by a Re- 
«« deemer ?*? 

2. If it be alledged, that the Paragraph re- 
ters directly to thoſe who might have the Ad- 

—_—_ of the Scriptures; it may be juſtly an- 

ſwered, Then it ſhould have been fairly ex- 

eſſed, ſome part of Mankind, and not all Man- 
bind, indefinitely : And this would have 7 
: k 28 ome 
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ſome Amends for eraſing, or exchanging the 
Word & ð⅛ Ü ⅛] dBi! 
3. Tcar*t think that the learned Author him- 


felt will attempt to maintain that all, to whom 


the Goſpel is ſent, are delivered from a State of 
Sin and Miſery, and brought into a State of Sal- 
vation, For, among the * Jews themſelves, 
who had the Advantage of the Oracles of God; 
io whom pertained the Adoption, and the Glory, and 
the Covenants, and the Giving of the Law, and the 
Service of God, and the Promiſes: Yer, I ſay, 
among theſe, they were not all Jracl, which 
were born of Iſrael. And our * Lord aſſur'd us, 
that many be called, but few choſen. And among 
the » Gentiles,” the Apoſtles were unto God a ſweet 
Savour of Chriſt, in them that were ſaved, and in 
them that periſhed; and declared, that if the 
Goſpel was hid, it was hid to them that were loſt : 
In whom the God of this World hath blinded the Eyes 
af them which believe not, leſt the Light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine into them. But 
not to enter- at prefent upon the ſecret (whe- 
ther direct or indirect) Cauſes of theſe Events; 
yet ſince we find they are undoubted Facts, the 
Paragraph of the worthy Reviſer is hereby en- 


tirely overthrown : For 'tis evident that ſome 


are eventually and finally left in a State of Sin, 
Mijery,, and Perdition, even where the Goſpel 
is preached, | | 

So that if it be inſiſted on ever ſo much, that 
God, by Vertue of the Covenant of Grace, 
where the Promulgation of it reaches, gives 
{ufficient Aid and Strength to deliver all out of 


® Rom. ix. 6, Matt. xx. 16, ® 2 Cor. ii. 15. 
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a State of Sin and Miſery, and to bring them 
to a State of Salvation, *tis a groundleſs Aſſer- 
tion 3 the Allegation being apparently nat true, 
in fact. For ſome would not believe one Syl- 
lable of the Apoſtles Doctrine, but called them 
Fools and Bablers: Theſe never had ſufficient 
Strength to ſubdue their native Infidelity, nor 


to move one Step out of it, And indeed the 


very Notion, that ſome People are ſo fond of, 
that ſufficient Grace was once given to them that 
periſh, is inconſiſtent, and contradictory in it- 


3 ſelf. If it had been ſufficient, *rwould effectu- 


ally have anſwer'd the End: *T was not ſufficient ; 


therefore it failed. 


4. On the other hand, we read of God's 
© quickning of ſome, who were dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins; the Eyes of their Underſtanding being 


| enlightned ;— © which were born, not of Blood, 


nor of the Will of the Fleſb, nor of the Mill of 
Man, but of God: Even Babes; to whom the 
Myjteries of the Goſpel were revealed, when hid at 
the ſame Time from many wiſe and prudent ; and 
that for no other Reaſon, than that it was the 
mere Pleaſure of God the Father ſo to do. And 


the Lord expreſly told Paul, that he had much 


People (in an unconverted State) in an 7dolatrous 
® Gentile City; and encourag'd him to preach 
boldly, in order to their Converſion, according 
to his declar*d Intention towards them.—And, 
"as many as were ordained lo eternal Life, be- 
lieved ;'—— i The Election hath obtained it; the 
reſt were blinded. I only aſk, whether it ſeems 
probable, from theſe Conſiderations, that God 


© Eph. ii. 1. 4 Chap. i. 18, © Join i. 13. 
Luke x 21. 5 Acts xviif. 1c, h Ct. xiü. 48. 
i Rom, xi. 7. | 


did 
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did ever enter into a Covenant of Grace, to de- 
liver Mankind, equally alike, out of a State of 
Perdition, and to bring them into a State of 
Salvation? 

5. The Terms, Ele# and Election, are not 
of human Stamp, nor conſecrated merely by 
long Uſe ; but they are ſcriptural Phraſes, Words 
of Truth and Soberneſs z and they make up, in 
conjunction with the Doctrines directly referring 
to them, a very conſiderable Part of the Wri- 
tings of the New Teſtament. And I am far 
from thinking that the Gentlemen of the New 
Scheme have hitherto found out any ſatisfactory, 
rational Meaning, to affix to them. For, 
(.) When they apply theſe Terms to the 
Election of Nations or Churches, in the Begin- 
ning of Chriſtianity, in alluſion to the Fewiſh 
Church and People; tis fo looſe and incoherent 
an Account, that I have often wondred that any 
Gentleman, who has a good Talent of Reaſon- 
ing about Scripture-Knowledge, ſhould ever 
content himſelf with ir. eo | 
 (2:) Perſonal, conditional Election, is ſo 
mean and precarious, that it does not deſerve 
the Name: -For the Party concern'd, amidft 
the various Temptations he is encompaſs'd with, 
is ſo liable to be in and out of the divine Favour, 
that there is no Principle of Certainty to reſt 
upon. God's Engagement is ſuppos'd to be 
only conditional; and the Free Will of the 
Perſon may turn to Evil a little before he dies,. 
and continue fo; for he may die ſuddenly, and 
then his Election is void, and of no Uſe. 

(3-) If, in the lapſed State of Mankind, there 
be granted a Will-equally free to moral Good or 
Evil; then, I think, that Election upon Fore- 

| Sight, 
1 
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fiebt, that a Perſon with chuſe and perſevere in 
that which is good, is the moſt 2 Hypo- 
thefis : And that the bleſſed God, from the In- 
finity and Perfection of his Nature and Mind, 
did infallibly foreſee from Eternity Who ſhall 
be ſaved, and who will periſh, ſeems to be fo 
reaſonable in itſelf, that it muſt be allowed on 
all Hands. And this will comport with the 

reſent Scheme in Vogue, viz, the Filneſs, or 

»fineſs of Things: For *tis ät that he who 
bends and dere his Will to that which is good, 
ſhould be rewarded with Haines; and os he 
who'abuſeth the Freedom of his Will, by bend- 
ing it to that which is Evil, ſhould be puniſhed. 
But, upon this Suppoſition, ic ſhould be re- 
membred, that is ought not to be called 
Election; only Foreſight, or Fore-knowledge of the 
Party's eventual Conduct. Nor can I diſcern, 

upon this Principle, but that the contrary: (the 
other Foreſight) might be called an Election 
to Death ;, fince Life and Death equally depend 
upon the good Ve, or the Abuſe of the Freedom 
of the Will. Therefore I muſt not omit one 
Thing more, under this Head; 7. e. that the 
Gentlemen of this Scheme ſhould not be alto- 
gether. ſo ſevere, as they uſually are, upon us 
who believe an eternal, abſolute Election of 
Grace, in chargio us with repreſenting God 
as a cruel Being. It the bleſſed God fore-knows, 
for certain (as theſe Gentlemen I think will ac- 
knowledge) who ſhall be ſaved, and who will 
be loſt; where is the mighty Difference, be- 
tween the Amount of their Principle, and ours? 
Is the ſupreme Being cruel, becauſe he has cho- 
ſen a determinate Numbet, whom he will in- 
fallibly recover, and take peculiar Care of? Or 
10 is 
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is he ſo, becauſe he creates and produces, and 
continues the Production of Million, whom 
his perfect Preſcience could not but foreſee, 
that they would eternally periſh? | 1 ſhould 
think it difficult to account for this, by any 
Dint of Reaſon ; or to juſtify the moral Rectitude 
of the divine Oeconomy in this Affair, without 
having Recourſe to Sovereiguty, or ſomething 
very like it. U 11321158 : 

(4) Therefore, in my humble Opinion, 'tis 
a great Miſtake, that the Rationaliſts of our Age 
are run into, to ſuppoſe that we are oblig'd to 
give diſtinct and clear Reaſons for all the Ste 
of the divine Procedure. Tis a Taſk that no 
Mortal ought to undertake; for he is unequal 
to it, it does not lie in his Power to perform it. 
Indeed, as to Things that fall within the Com- 
paſs of human Reaſon, they may be examin'd 
and canvaſs'd with Freedom; but as to thoſe 
Hints which we have, of Purpoſes conceived in 
the good Pleaſure of the divine Mind, there we 
muſt be altogether guided and govern'd by Re- 
velation: For, had they not been. revealed, in 
ſome meaſure, we ſhould have known nothing 


of then and, conſequently, all that we can ſay 


of them, muſt be founded on Revelation. For, 
Ibo bath ſtood in the Counſel of the Lord? Who 

halb known bis Miud ? For be giveth not account 

of. any of bis Matters. He is of one Mind, and 

who can turn him? And what his Soul deſireth, 

even that he doth. He performeth the Thing 

hat is appointed; and many ſuch Things are with 
im. A 


* Jer. xiii, 1. 1 Rom xi. 34. Job xxxiii. 13. 
a Chap. Xxiii. 13, | 
(5.) Of 


" 
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(5.) Of this Sort I apprehend the Doctrine of 
perſonal, abſolute Election, to be: Such, as 
the natural Intelligence of Man could never have 
taken any Cognizance of: Such as the utmoſt 
human Penetration could never have reach'd ; 
being one of the eternal Secrets entertained in 
the divine Counſel: And which the wiſeſt and 
beſt of Men can no farther look into, than the 
revealed Will of God has laid it open. For it 
will appear in no other Light, than in that of 
the Holy Scriptures. Theſe Oracles of the divine 
Mind, and 4#beſe alone, make mention of it: 
And, upon this Account, tis equally fruitleſs 
for the Thought of Man to attempt the aſſigning 
of Reaſons for it, as *tis to diſpute againſt it. 
For, ſince there are clear and expreſs Paſſages, 
ſuch as I call plain and ſimple Propoſitions, in 
the New Teſtament, which affirm and maintain 
that there is ſuch a Thing as the Election of Grace; 
i. e. an Election of ſome [ndividuals of Mankind, 
to ſpiritual Privileges here, and to eternal Life 
hereafter, *tis my proper Buſineſs to reſt ſatiſ- 
fied in this Authority. Nor does it become me 
to be too officious, by enquiring, with an un- 
{criptural Freedom, into the Cauſes, Motives, 
and. Reaſons of ſuch a Procedure. And it ſeems 
as if the Almighty intended to hide Pride from 
Man, in this Caſe; and to preclude all boaſted 
Reaſonings, about this awful Tranſaction: For 
when the Scriptures mention it, the bleſſed God 
is introduced as the moſt-free and independent 
Agent; according as be bath choſeu us in bim 
(Chriſt) before the Foundation of the World having 
predeſtinated us to the Adoption of Children—ac- 
cording to the good Pleaſure of bis Will. Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the Charge of God's Bled? Ii is 
| E 2 God 
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God-#hat juſtiſieib. Therefore bath be Mercy, on 

whom'| be will baus Mercy. The Election bath 

GONE Te OY art thou, that replieſt againſt 
od ? \ i) 19 INE. 10.9 1. 7 [ll , 

{ (6.) The Apoſtle; under the Direction of the 
Holy Ghoſt, having applied the Word El: to the 
good Angels, gives me ground to believe that it 
was the ſame ab/olute Reſult of che divine Vill, 
that fixed thoſe glorious Individual in their 
happy State, and made ir impaſſibls for them to 
fall 5 as that deter min'd to recover ſome Num- 
bers of the Apoſt ate Race of Mankind, and made 
it, ſtrictly ſpeaking (conſidering what had paſt 
in the Counſel | of Heaven) impoſſible for them 
eternally to periſh,” And thus che infinitely wiſe 
God would inyiolably ſecure to himſelf a con- 
ſiderable Part of the intelleual World, though 
conſiſting of two diſtinct Species of Beings : And 
it ſeems, out of two broken- States, he will erect 
one plorious Ningdom; which coil have no End, 
And it appears, that, in the mean Time, the 


more excellent Creatures are made ſubſervient to 


che Jeſs noble; till they arrive together to be 
Fallow. Citixens, and ſo to make up the entire 
and compleat Hoqbold of God. Are they not 
all miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them 
ho ball be Heirs of Sabvation ? 41 


% T ſhould thipk it a very odd Employ- 


ment, for a Perſon of good Underſtanding, who 


had read the New Teſtament with due Attention, 


to go about endeavouring to prove that Judas 
the Traitor ever was upon the fame equal Foot, 
and ſolid Ground of Salvation, with the other 
Eleven Diſciples, or the Seventy, whoſe Names 
Wie Hebei ule 2 805 N 
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our Lord ſays were writlen in Heavru: And 1 
am very ſenſible, that as it is not the Buſineſs, 
ſo it is not in the Power of any Mortal. to aſſign 
Reaſons for the divine Conduct in this Inſtance ; 
and it is with the utmoſt Fear and Reverence, 
towards the bleſſed Majeſty of Heaven, that I 
mention it. Volvo 312 
There were divers very awful Prophecies ex- 
iſting concerning this Judas, in the Book of 
Pſalms, and: elſewhere in the Old Teſtament, 
which, I think, are irreconcileable to his being 
appointed to eternal Salvation. Our Lord knew 
from the Beginning, before he took him into the 
Number of his Diſciples, that he ſhould betray 
bim; and that he was 'a Devil, and ube Son of 
Perdition ; and faid that he was: loft, that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled : And, after the Death 
of this Perſon, the Apoſtle | Peter! repeated the 
ſame Thing; That the Scripture muſt needs be ful 
filled, <ohich the Holy Ghoſt, by tbe Mouth of David, 
ſpate - before, concerning Judas—wbo by. Tranſ- 
greſhon fell, that be might go to his (vn Place. 
Theſe Characters and Deſcriptions of him are 
directly oppoſite to what is affirm'd of the other 
Diſciples, i. e. that their Names were written in 
Heaven. © This was their diſtinguiſhing Privi- 
lege; but a Privilege exprefly declared to be 
entirely owing to the free Reſult. of the divine 
Os Even ſo, Father ; for fo it ſermed good in 
Twit be but ta little Parpoſe, to object here, 
that Judas forfeited his Right to Heaven by his 
baſe Covetouſneſ and Treachery: For, conſider- 
ing what was foretold of him, long before his 
Birch, as well as ſaid of him afterwards; it can 
neither be inferred from Scripture, nor * 
- 4 es | that 


| prune to be of his Opinion. Till this be done, 
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that he ever had a Claim to Heaven, by baving 
his Name written there, in the Senſe in which 'tis 
clearly aſſerted the other Diſciples had. And, 
conſequently, I urge, not without good Evi- 
dence, that the bleſſed God, Who worketh all 
Things after ibe Counſel of bis own Will, has in his 
ſecrer, previous Purpoſes, made a wide Diffe- 
rence in the eternal Allotments of the Children 
Again: We read of ſome, who were before 
of old ordained (regiſter'd, or written down) 10 
Condemnation; but we read of others, who were. 
ordained to eternal Life. The plain Queſtion that 
I chuſe to put, is this: Whether it was an in- 
different Thing, in the Eſtimate of the A.- 
mighty, that theſe iwo Parties ſhould exchange 
States? i. e. that they who were ordained to 
eternal Life, i ſhould fl into Condemnation, and 
ſo vice verſa? If the Reverend Reviſer can evi- 


dently make it out, that there was no eternal, 


unalterable Counſel, interpoſed in this Caſe; but 


that they might interchange their future States, 


without infringing upon the Purpoſes of God, 
and making him mutable in his Deſigns: I ſay, 
if the worthy Author can prove, that our Lord 
Chriſt had no more Concern for thoſe who were 
given bim of the Father, than for thoſe who were 
not given him ;——and that they for whom he 
fervently prayed, were no nearer and dearer to 


him than the reſt of the World, for which he 


openly declar'd be did not pray; — and that they, 


of whom he proteſted none ſhould pluck them out 


of bis, nor bis Father's Hands, might become the 
Veſſels of Wrath, fitted for Deftruftion ; Then, I 


ſhall Jook upon his Scheme as repugnant ta 


Reve- 
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Revelation ; and a crude Maſs of Inconſiſtencies, 
unworthy. to be called rational. 125 
(8.) The ſtrange and extravagant Humour 
of Reaſoning, ſo called, which ſome People in- 
dulge at this Time, not only in Neglect, but 
in Contempt of Revelation, will, I doubt, prove 
fatal to the preſent and riſing Generation. Tis 
this falſe Reaſoning (the Wiſdom of this World, 
but Fooliſhneſs with God) that militates againſt 
the ſublime Truths of Revealed Religion, and 
brings an Odium upon them, even from the very 
Populace. Not but ſolid Reaſoning, eſpecially 
under the Direction of the ſacred Oracles, has its 
proper Sphere and Office to act in; viz, to diſ- 
cern between Truib and Error, Good and Evil, &c. 
But then this Faculty ſhould not be injuriouſly 
and ſtubbornly levelled agaioft plain Poſitions 
in Revelation. Here lies the Bane, and perni- 
cious Abuſe of Natural Reaſoning, abſtracted 
from divine Influence, in that *tis above re- 
ceiving any Documents from Revelation. It will 
not be convinced of its. own Impotence, and is 
averſe to accept of any better Guidance. The 
natural: Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit 
of Cod, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto bim; neither 
can be know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned. But *tis certain, that the direct Deſign 
of Revelation was to impart to the human Mind 
{ſome beautiful Diſcoveries, which it could never 
have attained of it ſelf. Twas calculated to 
heighten, to ennoble and enrich the Mind with 
the Intimations of ſome Truths, which other- 
wiſe would have been alrogether hid from us 
at leaſt, whilſt in this World, Now, through 
inward Pride, and other Prepoſſeſſions, the 
Biaſs of Education not excepted, theſe * 
| ati» 
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Intimat ions prove diſreliſhing to the natural 
Mind: The Taſte is vitiated ; Rraſon ſpurns at 
them, and will not truckle to them; but, on 
the other hand, expects that the profoundeſt 
Homage ſhould be paid to her own dear Self. 
Hence ſhe forcibly breaks way, to follow Rulzs 
and Maxins' of her own preſcribing ; and thoſe, 
very often, and in many Points, contradictory 
to the expreſs Declarations of the Holy Scriptares. 
And this, in my humble Opinion, is one Way 
of accounting for the great Defection of our 
Day, and the ſurprizing Variation there is in the 
Principles of Proteſtant Diſſenters, from what 
they were forty Years ago: Tis owing to their 
liſtening; too much to the natural Difates of their 
own -darken*'d Minds, and laying aſide, in a great 
Meaſure, the Uſe of their Bihle.. 
Tis not to be denied, that the Gentlemen of 
the Aablibment have led the Way, and are 
long ſince gone from the primitive Purity and 
Strictneſs of their Articles: And now the Diſſen- 
ters are fo complaiſant as to follow them, as faſt 


as they can. And it muſt be acknowledged, 


that the worthy Reviſer judged very rightly 
vix. that though he would not attempt, at once, 
to wreſt the Aſembiy's Catechiſm out of the Hands 
of that Rennant, which is willing to retain it; 
yet if he could remove ſome obnoxious Paragraphs, 
that moſtly ſtand in the way of the preſent prevail- 
ing Scheme, it would make a quick Work, with 
the Buſineſs of the Revolution of Principles, in 
our Communities. Our People, in a little Time, 
would not bear to hear fo much as the bare men- 
tioning of the eternal Purpoſes and Counſeis of God, 
in regard to the Government of the moral or 
natural World: Eſpecially, the Terms, —_— 
, 1 an 
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and Albion, forr-ordained and predeftinated; muſt 
not once come into our Mouths, unleſs we agree 
to cancel the genuine and ſcriptural Meaning of 
them. For, when our Children; and others 
under our Care, are difus'd to theſe Scripture 
Phraſes and Doctrines in their Catechiſm, they 
will receive them very aukwardly ; or, rather, 
be affronted at them, when deliver'd from the 
Pulpit : For they'll have this Plea; That 
«© rheſe Phraſes are fallen under the heavy Diſ- 
n pleaſure of the Age; are accounted as mean, 
« empty, and infignificant are only deſpi- 
« cably popular, and not philoſophical ; are 
« offenſivt' to the moſt intelligent Hearers, ind 
bring Difficulties upon our moſt polite ard 
* rational Preachers.“ Being reduc'd' to this 
Dilemma, what muſt be done? We ſhall find 
ourſelves miſerably pinion'd ; or, rather, ſhame- 
fully over-aw'd' and filenc*d; even by them, who 
-have been bred up under our own Tuition and 
Miniſtry. For this Contagion will not only 
ſpread it {elf in our Neighbourhoods, but reach 
our very Doors, and infect the neareſt and | 
deareft Members of our Families. And ſhall — 
we ſit ſtill; and tamely ſubmit to all this? 
Maſt we ſervilely reſign ſome of the moſt ſo- 
lemn Phraſes, and important Doctrines con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures, and exchange 
them for we know not what ? II ſhould 
think it the infinitely wiſer and ſafer Way, to 
lift op a Standard againſt this threatning and 
approaching Evilz and to ſtand in Defence of 
a ' Caterbifm, which is ſo well grounded upon 
Scripture, and has been ſo eminently uſeful hi- 
'therto, and 1 may ſay ſo ſignally bleſſed in 
Multitodes of Families "ab Characters, F 
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But let us a Hittle- enquire, what valuable 


- Confideration we are to have in Lieu, if we 


mould agree to give up theſe Points. It ſeems, 
ve are to receive a Scheme, projected, and cal- 
culated to ſuit the Taſte (the more is the Caſe 
to be lamented) of the Majority of the Miniſters 
- of | our Day: A Scheme, that tends to lull us 


aſleep in the midſt of the greateſt Danger; by 


- hiding from us our. deplorable State, by de- 
ny ing, 'palliating, or: excuſing the wretched 
8 of the ſinful Apoſtaſy of Man- 
kind ; and by telling us, that the Caſe is not 
ſo bad with us, by Nature, as in reality it is; 
but that we are rich, and increaſed with Goods, 
and have need of nothing: when, in Truth, we 
are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and nated: A Scheme; fitted to extol the mi- 
ſtaken Excellencies of our impair'd Faculties, 
and to depretiate the Glory of Revelation, and 
to bring into Contempt the moſt ſpiritual and 
divine Paſſages of the Goſpel. And indeed, 
upon this Account, when tis thoroughly exa- 
min'd, *twill appear not much better than 
Heathen Mythology; even that Philoſophy, and 
vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after the 
 Rudiments-of the World, and not after | Chriſt, 
which the Apoſtle ſo earneſtly warns againſt. 
In a word, tis a Scheme:that takes the Govern- 
ment of the Univerſe out of the Hand of the di- 
recting Counſel of God, and lodges it in the 
Will and Power of ſome other Agents; or re- 
ſolves it into the Boſom of blind Nature, which 
muſt then be own'd as the Mother of all Vi- 
th $a ciſſitudes 
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aiffitudes and Revolutions, fortuitous Hits, 
caſual Events, that come to paſs in the World, 
We muſt expect to hear no more of the De- 
cretl Counſels, and Purpoſes of Heaven: Theſe 
are exploded Terms, and fallen into Diſgrace ; 
as too mean, and not fit to be ſuffer'd in a 
Catechiſm, deſigned to train up our Chil- 
dren in. ; | 
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